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Article Info Abstract

The rapid growth of artificial intelligence (Al) applications in English language
education has produced a body of highly influential scholarship, yet the publication-
level citation impact of this emerging literature has not been systematically described.
This study conducts a descriptive bibliometric analysis of highly cited research on Al-
related English language education. The final corpus consisted of 117 peer-reviewed
journal articles published between 2023 and 2025 that had received 100 or more
citations in Google Scholar at the time of data collection. Bibliographic data were
Date accepted: 10/07/2026 checked and standardized using journal websites, indexing information, and available
Date published: 13/07/2026 bibliographic records. Descriptive bibliometric indicators, including publication year,
total citations, approximate normalized citation velocity, journal index, quartile
ranking, publication outlet, country distribution, thematic focus, and language-skill or
educational focus area, were used to examine research impact. The findings show that
highly cited scholarships in this field are strongly concentrated around generative Al
use, particularly ChatGPT and large language model applications, with writing and
written feedback emerging as the most visible skill area. The study provides a clearer
descriptive profile of how scholarly attention and citation impact are organized in Al-
Research Article related English language education during the early post-generative-Al period.
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1. Introduction

In a field experiencing unprecedented growth, understanding which studies drive scholarly
influence becomes as important as understanding the technology itself. Yet, how can we identify the
publications that have shaped scholarly discourse and compare their impact fairly across a short and
rapidly changing publication window? Recent breakthroughs in generative Al tools and large language
models since 2023 have spurred rapid growth in interest and research on Al-supported English language
learning and development. Research on this expanding subfield has rapidly produced an ever-growing
body of literature on the potential benefits and drawbacks of Al in this context. As such studies multiply,
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it is important to understand which publications are contributing most to research in this area and how
this contribution is reflected in bibliometric indicators such as publication year, citation count, citation
velocity, publication outlet, indexing status, geographical distribution, thematic focus, and language-skill
area. Highly cited publications are instrumental in setting research agendas, establishing influential tools
or ideas, and influencing the direction of future studies. However, raw citation numbers alone offer only
partial evidence of the impact and significance of a publication, especially when studies published in
different years have had unequal time to accumulate citations.

Previous bibliometric analyses in Al and language learning have focused on broad patterns in
publication output, keyword tendencies, author and journal productivity, countries and national
contributions, and collaboration patterns. Although useful for charting the broad landscape, these studies
have given relatively limited attention to highly cited articles specifically in the field of Al and English
language education after the emergence of generative Al. There is therefore a need to describe which
publications have reached high citation visibility, where they were published, which countries and
journals are most represented, which themes and English language skills dominate, and how citation
impact varies across the 2023, 2024, and 2025 cohorts. This paper addresses this gap through a
descriptive bibliometric analysis of highly cited artificial intelligence in English language education
articles from 2023 to 2025. Top-cited articles in this area were collected using Google Scholar, which
provides inclusive citation data, and relevant bibliographic data were checked and standardized using
Scopus and journal-indexing sources.

By focusing on highly cited publications, this study aims to provide a clearer descriptive profile of
scholarly influence in Al-related English language education. The study is guided by the following
research questions:

1. What are the general characteristics of highly cited publications with 100 or more citations on
artificial intelligence in English language education from 2023 to 2025?

2. How are highly cited Al-related English language education publications distributed by
publication year, and how does citation impact vary across 2023, 2024, and 2025?

3. How are highly cited publications distributed across journal indexes and quartile rankings?

4. Which journals function as the top 10 main publication outlets for highly cited Al-related
English-language education research, and how do they differ in quartile ranking and total citation
impact?

5. What is the geographical distribution of highly cited Al-related English-language education
publications?

6. What are the dominant thematic focuses of highly cited publications in Al-related English
language education?

7. Which English language skills and educational focus areas receive the greatest scholarly attention
and citation impact in highly cited Al-related English language education research?

2. Literature Review
2.1 Artificial Intelligence in English Language Education

The role of Al is growing rapidly in the field of English language education as it facilitates
English language learning and teaching through feedback, writing, speaking, assessment, translation,
interaction and individual learning tools. In teaching and learning English, Al provides assistance to

language learners in language specific areas like reading, writing, speaking, pronunciation and self
regulation and can help teachers through automated feedback, adaptive instruction, pedagogical decision
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making etc. Crompton et al. (2024) observe that the affordances provided by Al are in areas of speaking,
writing, reading, pedagogy and self-regulation, however they highlight issues of technology failures, Al
limitations, learner anxieties and language normalization.

This discussion is amplified by the prevalence of generative Al tools such as ChatGPT, Gemini,
and Claude, which are capable of creating texts, feedback, materials, role-play prompts, and lesson-
planning support. On the other hand, emerging concerns remain around academic integrity, over-
dependence, teacher readiness, and language bias in generative Al. Lee et al. (2025) argued that
generative Al may support ELT, yet it may also reinforce native-speaker-dominant forms and overlook
diverse English varieties from a Global Englishes perspective. Kohnke et al. (2024) showed that
widespread Al adoption may also intensify technostress for English teachers when sufficient training and
institutional support are lacking.

2.2 Research Trends and Main Focus Areas in Al-Supported English Language Education

From current review papers, it can be summarized that Al assisted language learning has grown
up with a few significant topics, such as writing, speaking, feedback, assessment, chatbots, machine
translation, automated speech recognition, automated writing evaluation, intelligent tutoring systems. The
finding by Liang et al. (2023) on the application of Al in language learning between 1990 and 2020
revealed writing, reading, vocabulary were three leading application domains, and intelligent tutoring
system, natural language processing were common application technologies. Learners’ anxiety,
willingness to communicate, knowledge acquisition, interaction have also been identified as key concerns
in the study of Al assisted language learning (Zhang et. al., 2025).

In more recent papers, the area appears to have expanded rapidly after the advent of generative Al
and chatbot-based tools. According to Ma et al. (2024), Al in language teaching and learning is an
expanding field of research that highlights chatbot development, empirical effects, and classroom use.
Zhu and Wang (2025) noted that automated writing evaluation, chatbots, machine translation, automatic
speech recognition, and intelligent systems are among the widely used Al technologies in language
education. Similarly, Ozgelik (2025) indicated that research on Al in English language teaching increased
significantly after 2023 and that writing and speaking received strong attention among language skills.

Areas such as assessment and conversational interactions have emerged as important sub-fields as
well. A study conducted by Chen et al. (2025) confirmed that using Al-enabled assessment tools has
beneficial impacts on language learning results although the effectiveness of Al-enabled assessment can
be dependent on factors such as the design of implementation, assessment type, time span, students’
educational level and learner characteristics. Research by Ji et al. (2023) also suggests that Al-based
conversation is a promising avenue for providing support to language learners and alleviating teachers’
burden, while sufficient empirical evidence on true human-Al collaboration is scarce.

2.3 Bibliometric and Scientometric Approaches to Al in Language Education

With the growth of research in Al-related language education, bibliometric and scientometric
approaches offer useful tools for charting the development of the field. They enable the analysis of
publication trends, keywords, authors, journals, countries, institutions, references, and intellectual maps.
Bardakci et al. (2022) describe bibliographic mapping as the use of statistical and mathematical
techniques to examine scholarly publications and reveal the development, relationships, and dominant
patterns of a research field. These methods are especially useful when a research area becomes too large
to be reviewed through a purely descriptive narrative review.
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More recent research into the role of Al in language education has also employed tools such as
VOSviewer, Biblioshiny, and Bibliometrix to investigate issues such as keyword co-occurrence, co-
authorship, citations, co-citation networks and bibliographical coupling. For example, Ma et al (2024)
studied the use of Al in language education from 1990-2023 by using Biblioshiny and VOSviewer.
Similarly, Kartal and Yeilyurt (2024) applied VOSviewer in their study of Al in L2 teaching and applied
linguistics; revealing clusters centered on Al, natural language processing, robot assisted language
learning and chatbots. These examples highlight how bibliometric techniques not only reveal that Al is a
prevalent field of research but can be used to analyze the structure of these themes and intellectual
communities.

Selecting an appropriate database is also a crucial consideration for citation-based research as
well. Harzing and Alakangas (2016) illustrate the varied inclusion and citation coverage in Google
Scholar, Scopus and Web of Science, revealing a considerable difference in research assessment
outcomes based on the selected database. Likewise, Yang and Meho (2006) claim that Scopus and Google
Scholar could serve as a complement to Web of Science in covering citation and document types that may
be omitted in the latter. It is thus appropriate to employ Google Scholar to generate a wide pool of citation
information and Scopus for citation confirmation and normalization.

2.4 Highly Cited Publications and Citation Impact

Highly cited publications are significant as they may reflect significant ideas, methodologies,
instruments, discussion topics or directions in the research area. In a review of top 50 highly cited Al
studies on higher education, Chu et al. (2022) found that highly cited papers can show current shifts in the
field and critical issues, which are the concern of research communities, and thus are valuable units of
analysis that represent a research community's perspective on what is influential.

Despite that, citation impact should not be understood just by raw citation counts. Yang and Meho
(2006) highlighted that citation analysis is frequently utilized in research evaluation, however citation
counts are influenced by database coverage, type of document, field of study, and errors in citations. Bu et
al. (2021) similarly noted that the citation impact needs to be understood multimentionally. According to
their work, there are differences in publications' citation impact, not only by its quantity, but also in terms
of the depth, scope, dependence, and independence of the impact. This point is crucial to the present study
as two highly cited papers with the same citation count may play different roles — while the first paper
may affect only a limited cluster of research, the other may be influential over diverse topics in Al,
language education, assessment, or educational technology.

As the focus of the current study is 2023-2025, the time dependent citation indicators should be
included likewise. The recent articles are not provided with enough time to have accumulated sufficient
citations; thus, it may give raw citations favor the articles published in the earlier years. Citation velocity
or citations per year therefore represents a fairer recent impact. This justification coincides with many
bibliometric analyses (e.g., Kartal and Yeilyurt, 2024) in which average citations per year is taken into
account while comparing effective articles published in different years.

2.5 Bibliometric Indicators and Citation Impact Measures
Bibliometric indicators provide a systematic way to examine how research impact is distributed
across time, journals, countries, themes, and educational focus areas. Descriptive indicators such as

publication year, journal index, quartile ranking, publication outlet, country contribution, thematic focus,
and language skill are valuable for locating influential research output and identifying dominant patterns
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within a fast-growing field. Several prior bibliometric reviews on Al in language education have reported
similar indicators as core markers of field development, including journals, countries or regions, authors,
technologies, language skills, and learning outcomes. For instance, Liang et al. (2023) examined countries
or regions, core journals, influential authors, Al technologies, language skills, and learning outcomes in
Al-supported language education, while Ma et al. (2024) reviewed productive sources, institutions,
authors, countries, keywords, representative publications, and broader knowledge patterns. As shown by
Ozgelik (2025), research on English language teaching involving Al increased significantly after 2023,
with China, Iran, and the USA among the productive countries and writing and speaking among the
dominant topic areas.

Citation impact also requires careful interpretation. Raw citation counts are useful for identifying
visible publications, but they can favor earlier publications because older articles have had more time to
accumulate citations. This issue is particularly important in a short and rapidly developing publication
window such as 2023-2025. For this reason, citation velocity, generally expressed as citations per year,
offers a complementary indicator for comparing the recent impact of publications or year cohorts. In the
present study, citation velocity is used as an approximate normalized measure to compare the 2023, 2024,
and 2025 publication cohorts more fairly.

The present study therefore combines raw citation counts with descriptive and normalized
bibliometric indicators. Rather than treating citation count alone as evidence of influence, it examines
how highly cited Al-related English language education publications are distributed by time, journal
visibility, quartile ranking, geographical contribution, thematic focus, and language-skill or educational
area. This approach provides a transparent descriptive profile of high-impact research in the post-
generative Al period without claiming to perform a full citation-network analysis.

3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design

In this study, a descriptive bibliometric research design is employed to investigate highly cited
publications in Al in English language education during the post-generative Al period (2023-2025). The
study intends to identify publications receiving substantial recognition within the research community,
defined here as journal articles receiving at least 100 citations in Google Scholar at the time of data
collection. It does not evaluate the pedagogical effectiveness of Al tools. Instead, it describes observable
patterns of scholarly influence through publication year, total citation count, approximate citation
velocity, journal index, journal quartile, major publication outlet, country distribution, research theme,
and relevant language skill or educational focus area. Through these indicators, the study illustrates how
high-impact Al-related English language education research is distributed across time, journals, regions,
and research themes.

3.2 Data Source and Search Strategy

Data were obtained from the Google Scholar search engine because of its comprehensiveness in
indexing publications from both indexed and non-indexed journals.

The following search string was employed:

(“artificial intelligence” OR “Al” OR “generative AI” OR “ChatGPT”)
AND
(“English language education” OR “English learning” OR “English teaching” OR “EFL” OR “ESL”)
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The data collection was conducted for publications between the years 2023-2025, and the search
results were organized by the citation number. Any publication with 100 or more citations during the time
of data collection was included for the study. The date of search was logged to keep the data transparent,
as it is widely acknowledged that the number of citations in the Google Scholar engine fluctuates..

3.3 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Inclusion criteria:

1. Peer-reviewed journal articles.

2. Published between 2023 and 2025.

3. Focused on Al applications in English language education.
4. Received at least 100 citations in Google Scholar.

Exclusion criteria:

1. Conference papers, book chapters, editorials, and theses.
2. Publications not directly related to English language education.
3. Duplicate records.

3.4 Data Collection and Coding
For each highly cited publication, the following information was recorded:

e Title

e Year of publication

e Total citation count

e Journal name

e Country of corresponding author

e Publication type verification

e Approximate normalized citation velocity

e DOI or persistent title-search verification link
e English language education focus verification

The indexing of each journal, including Scopus/Web of Science coverage and quartile status
where available, was confirmed through journal websites or indexing databases. To provide approximate
citation velocity, the year for which the citation was published was divided by the exposure window for
that calendar year for both the publication-level and year-cohort-level estimates. In addition, content
analysis was conducted by reading all of the titles, which were then used to group the publications into
topic-clusters, such as generative Al applications, automated feedback, assessment, teacher perceptions,
or ethical concerns.

3.5 Data Analysis

Analysis was performed using descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, total
citations, and approximate normalized citation velocity. Citation velocity was calculated by dividing total
citations by the number of years since publication using 2026 as the reference year. Cross-tabulations
were generated to explore the relations between journal index, quartile ranking, country distribution,
thematic category, and language-skill or educational focus area. Tables were compiled to represent
publication trends, citation counts, journal visibility, geographical distribution, and thematic
concentration.
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3.6 Ethical Considerations

The study used publicly available bibliographic information and did not involve human
participants. Therefore, ethical approval was not required.

4. Results

4.1 What are the general characteristics of highly cited publications with 100 or more citations on
artificial intelligence in English language education from 2023 to 2025?

The corpus of articles comprises a total of 117 highly cited peer-reviewed articles published
between 2023 and 2025 in the field of Artificial Intelligence and English Language Education. The
selected articles, which satisfy the selection criteria (being journal articles and related to the use of Al in
English language education, receiving more than 100 citations in Google Scholar at the time the corpus
was retrieved), include both very famous well-cited works as well as more moderate ones, reflecting a
newly emergent area with great research progress. The majority of retained articles are related to
Generative Al, ChatGPT, academic writing, student engagement, academic integrity, teachers’ beliefs
about Al, as well as practice of learning using Al. This revealed that the post-2023 popularization of
generative Al tools and their impact on teaching, ethics, and methods within English language education
significantly shaped highly cited research in the field.

4.2 How are highly cited Al-related English language education publications distributed by
publication year, and how does citation impact vary across 2023, 2024, and 2025?

Table 1. Distribution of Highly Cited Publications by Year and Approximate Citation Velocity

Approx. mean
Year Frequency (n) | Percentage (%) Total Citations | citation velocity
(citations/year)
2023 51 43.59% 15.410 100.72
2024 52 44.44% 11.396 109.58
2025 14 11.97% 2.853 203.79

Table 1 depicts the temporal distribution of highly cited English-language education literature in
English discussing Al. The majority of the sample resides in the 2023 (n=52; 44.07%) and 2024 (n=52;
44.07%) year-cohort, while the 2025 year-cohort contains 14 articles (n=14; 11.86%). Regarding citation
impact, 2023 yielded the highest total citations (15,410), followed by 2024 (11,396) and 2025 (2,853).
The greater citation total for 2023 is expected because articles from that year had more time to
accumulate citations. However, the approximate mean citation velocity shows a more balanced
interpretation: 2025 articles, although fewer in number, already reached a high mean citation velocity of
203.79 citations per year, while 2024 and 2023 recorded 109.58 and 100.72, respectively.

4.3 How are highly cited publications distributed across journal indexes and quartile rankings?

Table 2. Journal Index Distribution

Journal Index Frequency (n) |Percentage (%)
Top Index (Web of Science and/or Scopus) 98 83.76%
Field Index (ERIC, British Education Index, 2 1.71%
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Australian Education Index, Education Full-text
H.W. Wilson)

Other Index / Publicly Accessible Sources (MLA,
DOAJ, J-Gate, Index Copernicus, TR Dizin,

17

14.53%

EBSCO, Google Scholar, etc.)

Table 2 describes the distribution of journal indexing among the highly cited publications. In this
study, “Top Index” refers to journals indexed in Web of Science and/or Scopus. 98 publications (83.76%)
were published in top-indexed journals, 2 publications (1.71%) were published in field-indexed journals,

and 17 publications (14.53%) appeared in other indexed or publicly accessible sources.

Table 3. Quartile Rankings

Quartile Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Q1 95 81.20%

Q2 9 7.69%

Q3 2 1.71%

No Data 11 9.40%

Table 3 provides information on the quartile classification of the papers. As observed from the
figures, the corpus was strongly concentrated in Q1 journals, with 95 papers representing 81.20% of the
retained corpus. Q2 journals included 9 papers (7.69%), Q3 journals included 2 papers (1.71%), and 11
papers (9.40%) had no available quartile data. The “No Data” category refers mainly to lower-frequency
outlets or journals for which Scopus/JCR quartile information was not clearly available at the time of

verification.

4.4 Which journals function as the top 10 main publication outlets for highly cited Al-related
English language education research, and how do they differ in quartile ranking and total citation

impact?

Table 4: Top 10 Journals by Number of Highly Cited Publications in the Corpus

Journal Name Q Value I(:nr)equency E’Oi)r)centage
Education and Information Technologies Q1 12 10.26%
Computers in Human Behavior Q1 7 5.98%
System Q1 7 5.98%
Frontiers in Psychology Q1 6 5.13%
Interactive Learning Environments Q1 6 5.13%
Computer Assisted Language Learning Q1 5 4.27%
Computers and Education: Artificial Intelligence Q1 4 3.42%
European Journal of Education Q1 4 3.42%
Cogent Education Q2 3 2.56%
Journal of Educational Computing Research Q1 3 2.56%

92



LET Journal 2026, Volume 6, Issue 1, 85-107 Coban, E.

Table 4 lists only the ten journals with the highest number of highly cited publications in the
corpus; therefore, it should not be read as a full list of all journal quartiles in the dataset. Together, these
ten journals contributed 57 of the 117 retained articles, corresponding to 48.72% of the corpus. Most of
these journals are Q1 outlets, while Cogent Education is listed as Q2 based on the verified quartile
information used for this revision. The remaining highly cited papers were distributed across other Q1,
Q2, Q3, and unranked outlets.

4.5 What is the geographical distribution of highly cited Al-related English-language education
publications?

Table 5: Country Distribution (Highly Cited Publications)

Country Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
China 54 46.15%
Saudi Arabia 8 6.84%
Indonesia 7 5.98%
Iran 7 5.98%
Taiwan 6 5.13%
USA 5 4.27%
South Korea 4 3.42%
Australia 4 3.42%
UK 4 3.42%
Turkey 4 3.42%
Canada 4 3.42%
Iraq 3 2.56%
Vietnam 3 2.56%
Thailand 3 2.56%
Czech Republic 3 2.56%
India 1 0.85%
New Zealand 2 1.71%
Bangladesh 1 0.85%
Chile 1 0.85%
Jordan 1 0.85%
Japan 1 0.85%
Malaysia 1 0.85%
Cyprus 1 0.85%
Poland 1 0.85%
Yemen 1 0.85%
Spain 1 0.85%
Algeria 1 0.85%
Singapore 1 0.85%
Slovakia 1 0.85%
Oman 1 0.85%
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As shown in Table 5, China dominated the country distribution by contributing 54 articles,
corresponding to 46.15% of the retained corpus. Saudi Arabia followed with 8 contributions (6.84%),
while Indonesia and Iran each contributed 7 records (5.98%). Taiwan also had a notable presence with 6
contributions (5.13%). Other countries, including the USA, South Korea, Australia, the UK, Turkey,
Canada, Irag, Vietnam, Thailand, and the Czech Republic, had smaller but visible contributions. Because
multi-country publications were counted for each represented country, the country totals exceed the
number of retained articles.

4.6 What are the dominant thematic focuses of highly cited publications in Al-related English
language education?

Table 6: Thematic Categories of Highly Cited Publications

Theme Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Generative Al use 90 76.92%
Automated feedback 11 9.40%
Assessment 2 1.71%
Teacher perceptions 12 10.26%
Ethics 2 1.71%

Table 6 indicates the thematic focuses of the highly cited papers. Generative Al use remained the
most prominent theme, with 90 papers representing 76.92% of the retained corpus. This indicates that
recent citation impact in Al-related English language education is mainly driven by studies exploring
ChatGPT and related large language model applications, especially for writing, learner support,
motivation, engagement, and classroom implementation. Teacher perceptions were the next most frequent
theme (12 papers, 10.26%), followed by automated feedback (11 papers, 9.40%). Assessment and ethics
appeared less frequently, with 2 papers each (1.71%).

4.7 Which English language skills and educational focus areas receive the greatest scholarly
attention and citation impact in highly cited Al-related English language education research?

Table 7: Focused Language Skill / Area Distribution of Highly Cited Publications

Focused Language Skill / Area Frequency (n) Percentage (%0)
Writing and written feedback 30 25.64%
General language education / multiple skills 22 18.80%
Speaking, pronunciation, and oral communication | 15 12.82%
Motivation, engagement, and learner psychology 16 13.68%
Technology acceptance, adoption, and Al-IDLE 9 7.69%
Teacher perspectives, readiness, and Al literacy 8 6.84%
Assessment, academic integrity, and ethics 7 5.98%
Reviews, theoretical, and research-methodological 7 5 98%
papers

Critical thinking and literature 2 1.71%
Reading 1 0.85%
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Table 7 shows the breakdown of highly cited publications by focused language skill or learning
area. The most frequently occurring category was writing and written feedback (30 publications, 8,881
citations), indicating that writing is the most visible skill area among highly cited English language
education and Al research. This dominance is strongly connected to the use of generative Al tools in text
generation, revision, feedback, and academic writing. The second largest category was general language
education or multi-skill studies (22 publications, 5,086 citations), followed by motivation, engagement,
and learner psychology (16 publications, 3,916 citations) and speaking, pronunciation, and oral
communication (15 publications, 3,533 citations). Results also show that citation impact is shaped not
only by language skills but also by affective and psychological dimensions of Al-supported learning. In
contrast, reading and critical thinking remain relatively underrepresented.

5. Discussion

This study reported the descriptive bibliometric characteristics of highly cited peer-reviewed
journal articles on artificial intelligence in English language education during 2023-2025. These data
revealed that recent highly cited literature is substantially attributed to the accelerated development of
generative Al, especially from ChatGPT and comparable large language models. Such a result echoes
previous bibliometric and review studies, which suggested the significant acceleration of Al in language
education after the rise of generative Al tools, as recent work gravitates towards practical classroom use,
students' attitudes toward Al, writing processes, assessment, feedback, and mediation of interaction (Ma
et al., 2024; Ozcelik, 2025). Accordingly, the primary takeaway from this research suggests that the
citation rate of research on artificial intelligence and language learning is not distributed along the
timeline of this research, but rather it’s centered in the recent post-generative Al

In terms of year of publication and impact via citations, the results indicate that 2023 and 2024
have had the most highly cited papers produced, with 2025 being a lower quantity but faster cited
publications. The high number of citations in 2023, in this context of citation totals, could be anticipated
given the length of time in which these publications have been open for citation. However, adding
approximate citation velocity shows that the new 2025 publications have already been accumulated with
an accelerated rate of citations. This reinforces the argument that citing impact, in this manner, is not
enough given the quick turnaround of this dynamic subject area. It lends to the interpretation presented in
Bu et al. (2021), suggesting that citation impact is a many-faceted phenomenon rather than being limited
to the simple total number of citations.

The journal-indexing and quartile results demonstrate that well-cited Al-related research in
English shows strong clustering within externally visible journals and is dominated by Q1 Journals. This
points to high visibility, indexation in standard abstract/indexing, and journal rank as continuing channels
by which research rapidly gets attention from the scholarly community. At the same time, the records
within Q2, Q3, and no data range can receive good citations from publications addressing topics of high
current interest like ChatGPT, Academic Integrity, automated feedback, and teacher readiness. For
Journal editors, this is a clear indication of the value of a transparent scope, efficient yet reliable peer
reviews, and a clear methodological statement within Journal scope, especially Special Issues and newly
emerging Journal subfields such as artificial intelligence.

Geographically, the distribution of the corpus shows obvious dominance by Chinese
contributions, with moderate but visible contributions coming from Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Iran,
Taiwan, and other EFL countries/regions. This overall distribution generally matches previously
conducted bibliometric studies demonstrating the prominent contributions from China and other East
Asia/EFL countries/regions on Al and EFL language education (Ma et al., 2024; Ozcelik, 2025). China’s

95



LET Journal 2026, Volume 6, Issue 1, 85-107 Coban, E.

prominence could be attributable to its massive population of EFL learners, and high levels of
institutional attention in learning technologies and immediate concerns regarding AI’s benefits to EFL
writing, speaking, feedback and test preparation. Nevertheless, the unbalanced geographical distribution
also points towards an academic discourse of this knowledge area may be influenced by national or
institutional factors.

The thematic distribution confirms that generative Al is the predominant theme across the most
highly cited works, which of course, makes sense as it is likely the one most closely related to classroom
realities and impacts on writing practices, feedback, academic integrity, agency, and assessment. Yet, the
relative lack of research on teacher perceptions, automation, assessment, and ethics suggests that certain
significant aspects of Al adoption may still be less illuminated in high-profile work. This is critical as the
successful implementation of Al is not solely contingent upon the availability of technologies, but also on
educators' understanding, infrastructure, ethical frameworks, and student proficiency in Al use.

The skill-area findings show that writing and written feedback are far ahead regarding citation
impact. Such a result is expected as large language models are language text tools capable of creating,
editing, rephrasing, critiquing, and giving comments on writing. In that regard, writing is arguably the
skill area where the Al affordances can be most directly identified and implemented in empirical studies.
Speaking, pronunciation, motivation, engagement, and language education in a more generic way are also
worth paying attention. Reading, literature, and critical thinking, on the other hand, are poorly
represented. This lack of representation is theoretically relevant since it implies that the domain could be
implicitly prioritizing the “tool compatible” and generative skills at the expense of reading/literature
comprehension and critical thought processes.

6. Conclusion

This study offered a systematic bibliometric mapping of highly cited peer-reviewed articles on
artificial intelligence in English language education between 2023 and 2025. The empirical evidence
underscored a paradigm shift in the field, where scholarly impact is no longer evenly distributed over time
but is intensely concentrated in the immediate aftermath of the generative Al boom. This shift is
characterized by a remarkable citation velocity for newer publications and a strong concentration of high-
impact discourse within prestigious Q1 journals. Geographically, the field is characterized by an
asymmetrical distribution, heavily dominated by contributions from China and other EFL regions,
suggesting that national interests and institutional investments play a decisive role in shaping the global
AIED discourse. Thematically and pedagogically, the current literature exhibits a clear preference for
immediate, "tool-compatible” classroom realities. Writing practices and automated written feedback have
emerged as the undisputed focal points of high-impact research, driven by the text-generation capabilities
of large language models. However, this technical alignment has led to a noticeable imbalance in the
research agenda. Critical dimensions such as reading comprehension, literature, critical thinking, ethical
frameworks, and teacher readiness remain significantly underrepresented despite their foundational
importance to successful technology integration.

6.1 Limitations

Several limitations should be acknowledged. First, the study relied on Google Scholar citation
counts, which are broad and useful for identifying highly visible publications but may include citation
noise and database inconsistencies. Second, citation counts are time-sensitive and may change after the
recorded search date. Third, the 2023-2025 time window captures the immediate post-generative-Al
period but does not represent the longer history of Al in language education. Fourth, the focus on highly
cited and internationally visible publications may underrepresent non-English sources, local journals, and
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emerging research from less visible contexts. Finally, the study used descriptive bibliometric indicators
rather than full citation-network analysis; therefore, it describes citation impact patterns but does not map
intellectual structures through co-citation or bibliographic coupling.
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A Al-Kadi. A Exploring the dimensions of ChatGPT in Saudi article; English- i
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Examining the roles of social presence and Pegr—rewewgd Journal
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Transforming language education: A Pe(_er-rewewgd Journal
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35 o ' 12024 4 | . P . Education: Artificial 268 134.00 Zealand & |language education L| nk
B. K. English as a foreign language speaking . - _
) Intelligence Canada focus verified by
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Peer-reviewed journal
“ChatGPT is the companion, not enemies”: Computers and article; English- .
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Peer-revi j I
Wang, X., Pang, Learners’ perceived Al presences in Al- a;?;:\gﬁ\évl?sdhj_ouma
H., Wall M. P. rted | I ing: A st f Al ter Assists . ’ . -
37  Wallace, 12024 suppo eq anguage learning: A s _udy N as | Computer Assis _Ed 242 121.00 China language education |_| nk
Wang, Q., & a humanized agent from community of Language Learning . _—
Chen W inauir focus verified by
o quiry title/journal scope
Peer-reviewed journal
Effects of technology-enhanced language . article; English-
Computer Assisted . . H
38 |Chen,Y.C. 2024 |learning on reducing EFL learners’ public P . 240 120.00 Taiwan language education LI nk
. . Language Learning . _
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title/journal scope
Modelling generative Al acceptance, Pet.er—rewewgd Journal
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39 G 7, Wang. | 5594 | PE ° _ Pes 239 119.50 China language education Link
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learners' well-being in the digital era L Y
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Ghiasvand, F. phenomenographic study of research-active Applied Linguistics focus verified b _
EFL teachers’ perceptions i y
title/journal scope
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46 | Shao, Y., & Chen, |2023 |network-based interaction in artificial Sustainability 194 64.67 China language education |_| nk
P. intelligence (Al)-assisted language learning focus verified by
title/journal scope
Peer-reviewed journal
TATY. & Improving elementary EFL speaking skills article; English- i
47 Chén lH H ] 2024 | with generative Al chatbots: Exploring Computers & Education | 194 97.00 Taiwan language education Link
T individual and paired interactions focus verified by
title/journal scope
Peer-reviewed journal
. EFL teachers’ perspectives toward the use of . article; English- i
48 Nguyen Thi Thu, 2023 | ChatGPT in writing classes: A case study at International Jourr]al of 192 64.00 Vietnam language education |_| nk
H. Lo Language Instruction . _—
Van Lang University focus verified by
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Peer-reviewed journal
. . - . . China & article; English-
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& Shim, J. ChatGPT as a second language learning tool | Information System . _—
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